Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.043; wR factor = 0.110; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.8.
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) .
Cg4 is the and Cg5 are the centroids of the C12-C17 and C22-C27 benzene rings, respectively. The asymmetric unit is built up from a central phtalate with two pendant dioxoisoindolin groups (Fig. 1) . The geometry of both the phthalimide rings compare well with the structure of the 2-(2-hydroxyethyl)isoindoline-1,3-dione (Liang & Li, 2006 ).
D-HÁ
They could be regarded as planar with the largest deviation being 0.033 (2) Å and 0.028 (2) Å for C3 and C21 respectively, although the phenyl and the 5-membered rings are slightly twisted to each other making dihedral angles of 2.77 (9)° and 1.77 (10)° respectively. The phthalimide rings make dihedral angle of 57.64 (7)° and 83.46 (7)° with the central phenyl ring.
Bond lengths and angles are normal and comparable to those observed in related compounds (Allen et al., 1987) .
Weak C-H···O, C-H···π and π-π interactions reinforce the cohesion of the crystal (Table 1 ,2).
Experimental

44
.5 g of isobenzofuran-1,3-dione (0.3 mol), 12.2 g of 2-aminoethanol (0.2 mol) were mixed in a flask and the mixture was heated up to boiling for one hour and then the reaction mixture was poured into water to give white precipitate. The precipitate was filtered, washed with water and dried in air to give the title compound as white solid (40.13 g, 78%) . A little of the white solid was dissolved in mixed acetone/ water (50:1). After standing in air over a period of seven days, the acetone is evaporated, colourless crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction analysis were formed at the bottom of the vessel.
Refinement
All H atoms were fixed geometrically and treated as riding with C-H = 0.93 Å (aromatic) or 0.97 Å (methylene) with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The asymmetric unit of (I) with the atom-labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. H atoms are represented as small spheres of arbitrary radii. (9) 0.0390 (9) 0.0465 (9) −0.0041 (7) 0.0018 (7) 0.0000 (7) C2 0.0435 (9) 0.0440 (9) 0.0378 (8) −0.0002 (7) 0.0015 (7) 0.0004 ( 
